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The Story of The Klein
A Beautiful Legacy for Bridgeport

Our benefactor, Jacob Klein

The Klein Memorial Auditorium was the vision of Jacob Klein, a lawyer and active supporter of Bridgeport
community organizations. Upon his death in 1932, Klein left a large portion of his estate to build a memorial
auditorium for the purpose of the “improvement and entertainment of the People of Bridgeport.”

‘Mature Grandeur’

Designed by Leonard Asheim, a local architect responsible for many circa 1910 to 1940 religious and municipal
buildings in Bridgeport, the auditorium was built in the era’s Art Deco style. Its unique decorative details included
magnificent bronze doors, a marble lobby, inlaid wood and geometric motifs. Klein also left funds in trust for the

building’s care and specified that the auditorium would be managed by the Board of Directors of the Bridgeport
Public Library.

Rich and Diverse Programming

The Klein's inaugural performance in 1940 was by Spanish dancer Manuela Del Rio and her
ensemble. Decades of rich and diverse offerings followed, including performances by such
artists as pianist Egon Petri, Orson Welles, Isaac Stern, humorist Molly Pican, The Metropolitan
Opera, Gloria Swanson, and Francis Lederer. The Klein’s heyday period of the ‘40s saw
appearances by Yiddish comedian Leo Fuchs, the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, and civil rights
leaders Paul Robeson and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

More recently, through a partnership with Fairfield Theatre Company, Alice Cooper, B.B. King,
Disco Biscuits, Dweezil Zappa, Herbie Hancock, George Carlin, Peter Frampton, Boyz Il Men
and the B-52’s have appeared on The Klein stage.

In addition to its history as a first-rate concert venue, The Klein has proudly hosted and
supported local arts and community organizations. Local dance recitals, graduations, and

union meetings occur regularly at The Klein, and the theater has been the home of the Greater

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King onstage at
Bridgeport Symphony Orchestra for the past 60 years. The Kiein, ca. 1961

courtesy of the Bridgeport History Center
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The Need For Physical Capacity at The Klein

Making The Case

Modernization - An Ongoing Effort

The Klein would like to thank the General Assembly for its help in 1994 with funding that began the process of making the Klein sustainable. The bulk of the work done at
that time was to demolish a vacant car dealership building across the street from the theatre to create adequate parking for Klein patrons. Repairs were also made to the
HVAC system and to the seats in the auditorium. These improvements were crucial and jump-started the process of revitalizing The Klein and its neighborhood. We are now
at a similar critical juncture, and we must continue these improvement efforts to ensure The Klein’s sustainability.

Bridgeport, the most populous city in Connecticut, has not yet been able to reap the benefits that other cities have from their performing arts centers - increased tourism,
boosts in retail and restaurant business, and improved quality of life for citizens. The Klein would cost over $100 million to build from scratch today, and is poised to bolster

arts education locally and stimulate economic activity in Bridgeport and its surrounding communities. The key is to invest in further physical improvements that will enable
The Klein to fulfill its potential as a cultura) asset.

Limited Office & Classroom Space

Though the Auditorium itself is expansive, auxiliary space in The Klein building is extremely limited. The building lacks sufficient office space to accormmodate the
operations necessary to run a2 modern performing arts center. Space for employee workstations and conference rooms are desperately needed, as are classrooms to
support The Klein’s growing education programs. Also of vital importance is the addition of reception space to the front of the building. Currently, because of the
building’s layout, The Klein’s exterior doors remain locked whenever there is no production in progress. This hampers deliveries, reception, and other routine office
procedures, and greatly impedes The Klein’s connection to the community.

ADA & Safety Deficiencies

As The Klein predates the Americans with Disabilities Act, there are no elevators in the building. This prevents people with physical disabilities from accessing the
mezzanine and balcony, and limits stage access for disabled performers, students and employees. Wheelchair access is limited to a rear door and there is only one small

restroom that is handicapped accessible. There is also a need for balcony handrails and other safety fixtures that would make the building safe and accessible to senior
citizens and disabled persons.

Out-Dated Technical Capabilities

Though The Klein was built to standards that rivaled New York’s classic Broadway theatres, its technical equipment has not been sufficiently upgraded to keep pace with
the ever-advancing fields of theatrical lighting and sound. The lack of modern sound, lighting and stage equipment prevents The Klein from attracting first-rate
entertainment. Our technical theater education program is also hampered by these limitations. The program employs members of the local stagehand’s union to teach

stagecraft to Bridgeport teens. Upgrading to state-of-the-art equipment would improve student [eaming and better prepare them for professional work in the field,
should they choose to pursue it.
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Karl Gasteyer, Executive Director
Klein Memorial Auditorium Foundation, Inc.

Phone:  800-424-0160 ext. 8
Email: karl@theklein.org

Cara Bertini, Director of Development & Education
Klein Memorial Auditorium Foundation, Inc.

Phone:  800-424-0160 ext. 6
Email: karl@thekiein.org
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Mailing Address:

The Klein
910 Fairfield Avenue
Bridgeport, CT 06605
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